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Information for host towers 

 
 
 Judges 
There will normally be two judges and possibly 1 Strikeometrist.  The Strikeometrist may need access 
for setup either the night before or the morning of the contest.  
 
The judges will be annotating marksheets during the ringing, and the Strikeometer technician will be 
operating from a laptop computer, so enough chairs and tabletop space for the teams to carry out 
these tasks comfortably would be great. The judges will have a live Strikmeter sound feed and would 
ideally be location somewhere where the natural sound of the bells will not interfere with that.   
 
The SW 12 Bell Society pays for the judges and technicians’ food and drink during the contest. If any 
money is spent on this, it will be reimbursed by the Society.  
 
 
Stewards 
Ideally the host tower would provide the following stewards. These do not need to be the same 
people throughout the whole day. 
  
Teams’ stewards.  The Team steward(s) should meet the next team at the entry point to the tower 
15 minutes before their allotted start time. As soon as the ringing team comes into rounds (or at a 
time deemed appropriate) the next team should be taken into the ringing room and the previous 
team encouraged to leave. 
 
The aim is to keep things running smoothly and on time.  
  
Judges’ steward.  A steward is required to look after the judges for the day. This is primarily to 
ensure they are kept fed and watered and ensure they know here the toilets are etc. In the event 
that the judges have a problem, this steward will need to make contact with a member of the 
organising committee. The easiest way to achieve this is via phone messaging. 
  
  
Judges’ test ringing  
The judges may appreciate being able to spend a few minutes listening to the bells from the ringing 
room on the day, so that they know how the bells sound to the ringers.  This test ring usually takes 
place approximately 15 minutes before the draw.  It is important that those taking part in the test 
ringing are not competing in the contest. If you cannot muster your own band, the Contest Chair (or 
their delegate) can help round up ringers who are not competing to ring with the judges.  Only a few 
rounds and basic changes are needed.   
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Draw & results 
The Contest Chair will have all the team names on bits of paper for the draw. The host team will be 
provided with a forma for both the draw and the results which will need copying onto a flipchart or 
slide. 
 
If possible, please would you provide the following at the draw and results: 
 
● a microphone & PA system 
● a flip chart or whiteboard on a stand and marker pen (or an overhead screen) 
● a scribe to write up the results (or type them up if you use a screen) 
● a hat (or other receptacle) from which the draw will be made 
● 3 chairs for the judges at the results 
   
 
Programme 
Host towers may like to prepare a programme for the day.  This could include information about the 
host tower, timings for the day, local information etc.  If the host tower would like blurbs from the 
competing bands and the judges, the Secretary will gather these together and submit them by the 
deadline given by the hosts. 
 
 
Catering 
The host tower may wish to use the event to raise some local funds by catering breakfast, lunch and 
perhaps beer. The only ask is for tea coffee, water, squash and biscuit to be available throughout the 
day. If this is not a viable option for the host tower, please provide information on where to find 
food and drink may be found locally. This could be provided via the above programme or on the day 
by other means.  
 
 


